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BACKGROUND

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, nibh est. A magna maecenas, 
quam magna nec quis, lorem nunc. Suspendisse viverra 
sodales mauris, cras pharetra proin egestas arcu erat. 

AMCOW wishes that the design of the new program builds on the 
rich experiences and lessons from past and ongoing water quality 
initiatives across Africa by different players, including African Union 
institutions, and the wider members of the World Water Quality 
Alliance (WWQA), for which AMCOW sits on the Strategic Advisory 
Committee. AMCOW is therefore developing a program - the 
AMCOW Pan-African Water Quality Program (PAWaQ). 

Ensuring water security is a significant part of this mandate, and 
AMCOW considers water security to entail both quality and 
quantity, which is why AMCOW Secretariat committed in its 
2020-2014 Strategic Operations Plan to design and roll out a pan-
African program on Water Quality. 

The African Ministers’ Council on Water 
(AMCOW) is mandated to advance the 
development of water and sanitation sector in 
Africa



The ultimate goal of AMCOW is the creation of
a strong, self-driven water quality program and
movement in Africa through PAWaQ to
promote collective action, and to ensure
protection of water quality as a critical
element in enhancing water security in Africa.

GOAL
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PHASE 1
Assessment on WQ 

monitoring initiatives 
and capacities in Africa
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PHASE 3
Assessment of possible 

innovations to African water 
quality monitoring to 

incorporate into Phase 1
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PHASE 2
Assessment of 
initiatives and 

capacities on pollution 
control and impact 

mitigation
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PHASE 4
Assessment of possible 
innovations to prevent 

pollution and mitigate risks 
through circular economy 

and incorporate into 
Phase 2

PHASE 5
Consultation and 

validation of Phase 4; 
and Formulation of an 
operational AMCOW 

WQ program for Africa
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STEPWISE FORMULATION



AMCOW

African Union

WWQA

Others

AMCOW wishes that the design of the new program builds on the rich
experiences and lessons from past and ongoing water quality initiatives
across Africa by different players, including African Union Commission

The World Water Quality Alliance (WWQA) for which AMCOW sits on the Strategic 
Advisory Committee will also be included in the process to gather more insights on the 
current situation of Water Quality in Africa. 

It is known that several initiatives have been rolled out in the past with more 
or less success. It will thus be important to review such initiatives in order to 
understand how a new program can be designed to bring with it the much-
needed value and complementarity across Africa’s water quality space. In 
addition, there are ongoing initiatives which such a program could link up 
with. 
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